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we have evidence of the subordination of the crafts to the (iv.
municipal government or the lord of the town. At Bury
St. Edmunds, which was under ecclesiastical control, the
' occupiers of the craft' of Weavers sought the sanction of
the monastery to make ordinances and correct abuses1.
At Reading the mayor elected the wardens of the
Fullers2; at Canterbury he appointed one warden in
each of the crafts 3; in York he corrected gild ordinances
' at his pleasure', and, as was mentioned above, punished
gild offences 4 ; while in Beverley the town council regu-
lated the misteries, and allowed any craftsman dissatisfied
with the accounts of his gild to appeal to the governors
of the town 5. Sometimes the municipality even took the
initiative in forming a craft gild. At Northampton com-
plaints were made that every tailor " esteems himself as
good and skilful a master as another ", and customers suffered
from their lack of skill. Accordingly the authorities them-
selves forced an organization upon the Tailors from above
(1444), in order to ' lay down order and good rule' among
them 6.
There are indications that some of the crafts were rest- Attempts
less under the dictation of the municipal authorities. The 1^
Coventry gilds, for instance, attempted to assert their inde-
pendence and establish control over their members by suing
them in spiritual courts 7. There is no reason, however, for
regarding this as in any way exceptional or as a sign of gild
degeneracy : there was nothing remarkable in the fact that
powerful bodies of craftsmen occasionally chafed under the
disabilities to which they were exposed, or that they sought
to shake off their restrictions whenever it lay in their power
to do so. Nor need we suppose that on their part the
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